
STORYTELLING
For Fundraising



Our Story
Support
Ways to Grow  Your DIG Direct Busines
Our Compensation Plan
Getting Started
NEXT STEPS

• Emotions

• Relating

• Details

• Closure

What makes a great 
story?

“People have forgotten how to tell a 
story. Stories don’t have a middle or 
an end anymore. They usually have a 

beginning that never stops beginning.”

~ Steven Spielberg
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The
STORY SPINE



FUNDRAISING 
STORY SPINE

! Once upon a time…

!What we know…

!What we found…

!What that means… (repeat)

!What we need…

!Why we need it…TBC



WHAT ABOUT 
IMAGES?

! Show the truth, with caution

! Eye contact

! Emotion

! Less is more

! Hope is important



QUICK TIPS

• Use short sentences.

• Use short paragraphs.

• Read it out loud.

• Ask someone else to read it once, and 
them ask them what they remember.

• Edit the flow if needed.

• Read it out loud again.

• Share with your CUDDLY Rep!

• Don’t for get updates and closure.



Q&A
“A good storyteller knows how to get 

attention, inject a little suspense, exhibit a 
little of his character’s character, and dangle 
a carrot. On paper, at least. The facts are not 

enough. They never are.”

– Art Spikol


